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In Memory of Mr. Sombat Kongchamnian
The Former Director of Khemasiri Memorial School
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Mr. Sombat Kongchamnian was born on June 20,
1920, at Ban Khae Ok, Bang Sai District, Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya Province. When he was young, he started his studies
at the Chang Lek Temple. After that, he came to study at
the Horwang School, Bangkok, until finishing the secondary
school of year 8, and he then moved to stay at Sam Pluem
Temple. At that time, he was studying law at Thammasat
University. He was skillful in playing many kinds of Thai
musical instruments. After graduation, he was appointed
as the Deputy District Chief of Dusit District. Then, he met
M.R. Torsri Kasemsri, and their love began.

Mr. Sombat married M.R. Torsri Kasemsri on August
18, 1955. The wedding took place at Samsen Palace, and
the newlyweds’ house was built in the palace, close to the
palace of H.S.H. Prince Poonsrikasem Kasemsri. Their four
children were born there; they are

(1) Mr. Phaokasem Kongchamnian

(2) Mrs. Preme-anong Kongchamnian (Ratnasakha)

(3) Mrs. Chongsrisamorn Kongchamnian (Rujithes)

(4) Mr. Supayok Kongchumnian
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Mr. Sombat and the Development of Khemasiri Memorial School
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Mr. Sombat and M.R. Torsri (Kasemsri) Kongchamnian
devoted their lives to working hard for Khemasiri Memorial
School. When H.S.H. Prince Poonsrikasem Kasemsri passed
away, Mr. Sombat bought a piece of land to build Khemasiri
Memorial School on the Thonburi side, which required a lot
of money. Khemasiri Memorial School was, therefore, everything
to Mr. Sombat, and then he became the school’s manager.

Later, when M.R. Torsri Kasemsri was seriously ill, Father
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Sombat was granted as a licensee and became the school’s
director in 1999.

Mr. Sombat Kongchamnian inherited H.S.H. Prince
Poonsrikasem Kasemsri’s aspirations by promoting Thai
music. Originally, Khemasiri Memorial School offered normal
Thai traditional music classes. Later, the School founded a
Thai traditional music band, which was also taught by
teachers from the Fine Arts Department. Khemasiri Club was
also founded, where a national swimmer, Sornsawan Phuwijit,
began her swimming. Mr. Sombat built the Suksrisamorn
Auditorium and the KMS 60th Anniversary Memorial
Building. He transformed the royal house of King Mahidol
Adulyadejvikrom into a library. In addition, he also promoted
Western music, encouraging the purchase of Western musical
instruments. He allowed the teacher to form a band, called
Tepapa, which won the first prize of the contest in the first
year of the band. This made Khemasiri Memorial School
a famous school, and it has been widely accepted.

Being able to do everything for Khemasiri Memorial
School, Mr. Sombat was the one who promoted and developed
education, and truly devoted himself to the school. Mr. Sombat

Kongchamnian directed the School until 2004.
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Mr. Sombat and His Students in the
Blue-Red Life
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The students who studied at Khemasiri Memorial
School when Mr. Sombat was still alive can still remember
when he was welcoming the students to the School, which
was like a warm embrace from a father. He would smile and
say hello with kindness. Each word he uttered reflected the
warmth we would receive. On the opening day of the semester,
he greeted students in a gentle and affectionate manner.

He was a kind, generous, and benevolent person.
Every morning, he would peek out the window at the students.
He looked upon everyone with love and kindness. He was
caring and protective of the students, with the feeling of a
father looking after his children. All of the students called him
“Father.” He was happy all of the time when he was with his
children; thus, he was loved by everyone. He always paid
attention, even to the smallest details of the students. For
example, he would attend the flag ceremony along with the

students, having them practice singing the national anthem,




in case they sang the anthem improperly. All of the students
had to attend the flag ceremony, no matter how hot the
weather was, except when the field was wet during the rainy
season. Mr. Sombat wanted the students to be disciplined and
to sing the national anthem correctly. Sometimes, when the
| students were studying, he would have a look at each class,
delightedly smiling to see that his children were happy in this
second home. Every evening, Mr. Sombat would look around
to see the students doing their various activities. He gazed
quietly, watching with the eyes of love.

He was very concerned about the boarding students.

He once said, “the School is like their home.” He, therefore,

= loved everyone as his children. Even the small students always

came to see him and pay respect to him. Some of them gave
him paper birds or wrote many things to him. Once, when he
lived in the old Thai house, boarding students who wanted
anything would stand in front of the house and say, “Daddy,
I want a color TV.” He immediately bought one, which made
the students very happy. On his birthdays, he would order
noodles and dumplings for the boarding students. They would
also bring flowers to pay their respects to him every year.
Nowadays, on his birthday, June 20 of each year, the
administrators and his heirs are still following his practice by
catering and offering special experience-enhancing activities
for the boarding students.

The students who studied in the School in those days
received love and mercy from him, and the students of later
generations who hear his story can even feel the commitment
that he made to progressively develop Khemasiri Memorial
School. Mr. Sombat Kongchamnian will be remembered by

his students forever.
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On June 20, the birthday of Mr. Sombat
Kongchamnian, the former Director of the School,the
Section of Boarding Students held a memorial service for
his grace, providing meals for boarding students
and exhibiting exotic pets. The exhibition was organized
by the Exotic Pet Association and was held at the
activity park, on the 80th Anniversary of the Khemasiri-

Memorial Building.



